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I If you would like to renew a book, or have any comments/ queries, please don’t hesitate to I
I contactus atlibrary@newsteadwood.co.uk

Happy reading! — Miss Mullins, Miss Walker, and Miss Henry I

Access our library software from any device, anywhere,
using this URL: https://uk.accessit.online/nws00

Accessit=

LIBRARY

To log in, click on the blue button that says, ‘Login with School Details,” or enter your school email
address in the Borrower ID field and your school password in the password field. Use Accessit to
view your loans; reserve books when you’re unable to come to the library; search the library stock;
write book reviews, and more.

Follow us on Twitter/ X:

, @NWSlLibrary

Follow us on Instagram:
@ @nwschoollibrary

See what we’re reading on Storygraph:
https://app.thestorygraph.com/profile/newsteadlibrary

View our Amazon Wish List:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/Is/31UREQLIV3HCI?ref =wl share

Elmbridge in Surrey was the home of writer RC Sherriff, a local patron of the arts, playwright, and screenwriter whose World War
One play, Journey’s End won wide critical acclaim. When Sherriff passed away in 1975, he bequeathed his home to EImbridge
Borough Council with clear instructions that it should be used to support culture and art. The Council sold the property and today
use the invested proceeds to ‘regularly award grants to organisations and individuals, and develop and deliver [their] own
initiatives, which are all designed to advance the arts and enhance culture in ElImbridge’. One of the council’s initiatives is the
Elmbridge Literary Competition which is now in its 20 year. This year also marks 50 years since RC Sherriff’s death.
RC Sherriff was a keen rower, and spent many hours rowing on the Wey, the Mole, and the Thames, all three of which flow through
the borough of EImbridge. To honour Sherriff’s passion for the rivers, the 20th EImbridge Literary Competition is looking for short
stories and poems on the theme of ‘The River’.

. The competition is free for all entrants under 18.

. There are two relevant prize categories for Newstead students: Ages 11-13 and ages 14-18.

. Entries can be in the form of either a short story or a poem, written on the theme of ‘The River’.

- Short stories must be written in English, be previously unpublished, and a maximum length of 1,000
words (for ages up to 13) or 1,500 words (for ages 14+).

- Poems must be written in English, be previously unpublished, and a maximum length of 30 lines. They
must be typed up using Arial font and double-spaced.

. The closing date for all entries is Friday 21t February 2025 at 5pm. Winners will receive book tokens.

- To find out more information and details on how to enter, click here.

BookToker Bill Wood Discusses Own Bestselling Novel

24-year-old writer and TikTok creator Bill Wood became bestselling author overnight upon the release
of his 2024 YA horror/ thriller novel Let’s Split Up. Wood has nurtured a lifelong passion for the horror
genre, and this is reflected in his book, which is a love letter to the genre: in a BBC interview, he described
his novel as “a culmination of everything | love.” Let’s Split Up follows four teenagers as they investigate
the murder of a popular couple in a haunted manor, and has been described as a blend of classic slasher
film Scream and mystery cartoon series Scooby Doo. Wood has expounded upon the importance of
supporting debut authors, saying, "It's just a really nice feeling knowing that people are supporting
debuts, | think we do need to support more debuts... it really affects [authors'] careers and | know this is
going to help me a lot in the future." He is currently working on an untitled sequel which is set to be
released in Autumn 2025. The sequel will share similarities with the film Scream 2, in that it will be “a
commentary on the genre... [and] a commentary on sequels.” Original BBC article by Chloe Hughes here.

Let’s Split Up by Bill Wood
When hot "it-couple" Brad and Shelley are brutally murdered in a manor on the edge of town, a group of teen
friends investigate. Set in Sanera, a small community in California where rumour spreads as fast as the fire on
the day of the killings, the theory is the old ghoul who haunts the house after his own murder hundreds of
years ago has finally taken revenge. As Cam, Jonesy, Amber and new-girl Buffy investigate, the rumour feels
closer to the truth than they ever dared think possible, and as they enter the mansion themselves, the idea of
splitting up to find evidence will prove to be either the best... or worst decision of all...

Celebrated author Alex Wheatle spent much of his childhood in a London children’s home. He had a
passion for music, and at the age of 16 became a founding member of soundsystem Crucial Rocker,
DJing under the pseudonym Yardman Irie and writing lyrics about everyday life in his hometown of
Brixton, South London. In 1981, Wheatle participated in the Brixton Riots and was subsequently
sentenced to prison. While incarcerated, he found a love for reading, devouring the works of Richard
Wright and John Steinbeck among other literary greats. Wheatle’s cellmate encouraged his reading
and inspired him to care about his education. Once he was released from prison, Wheatle began
writing fiction — some of which was inspired by his experiences living in Brixton. His debut novel
Brixton Rock, published in 1999, won the London Arts Board New Writers Award that year and was
later adapted for the stage. From there his career went from strength to strength, and to date
Wheatle has published 17 novels. He now visits various institutions facilitating creative writing classes
and making speeches. Fellow author S.F. Said has described Wheatle’s writing as “poetic, rhythmic
and unique, remaking the English language with tremendous verve.”

(Recommended for Older Readers)
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“Life, after all, should go forwards, not backwards.” — David Lodge

Gathering Moss by Robin Wall Kimmerer
Living at the limits of our ordinary perception, mosses are a common but largely unnoticed element of the natural world. Gathering Moss is a beautifully
. written mix of science and personal reflection that invites readers to explore and learn from the elegantly simple lives of mosses. Robin Wall Kimmerer's
book is not an identification guide, nor is it a scientific treatise. Rather, it is a series of linked personal essays that will lead general readers and scientists
alike to an understanding of how mosses live and how their lives are intertwined with the lives of countless other beings, from salmon and hummingbirds to
redwoods and rednecks. Kimmerer clearly and artfully explains the biology of mosses, while at the same time reflecting on what these fascinating
organisms have to teach us. Drawing on her diverse experiences as a scientist, mother, teacher, and writer of Native American heritage, Kimmerer explains
the stories of mosses in scientific terms as well as in the framework of indigenous ways of knowing. In her book, the natural history and cultural
relationships of mosses become a powerful metaphor for ways of living in the world. Gathering Moss will appeal to a wide range of readers, from
bryologists to those interested in natural history and the environment, Native Americans, and contemporary nature and science writing.

I am Legend by Richard Matheson
(Recommended for Older Readers)
Robert Neville is the last living man on Earth...
but he is not alone. Every other man, woman and
child on the planet has become a vampire, and
they are hungry for Neville's blood. By day he is
the hunter, stalking the undead through the ruins
of civilisation. By night, he barricades himself in
his home and prays for the dawn. How long can
one man survive like this?

The Naturals #3: All In by Jennifer Lynn Barnes
Three casinos. Three bodies. Three days. After a string of brutal murders in Las Vegas, Cassie Hobbes and the Naturals are called in to investigate. But even with the team's
unique profiling talents, these murders seem baffling: unlike many serial killers, this one uses different methods every time. All of the victims were killed in public, yet the killer
does not show up on any tape. And each victim has a string of numbers tattooed on their wrist. Hidden in the numbers is a code—and the closer the Naturals come to
unravelling the mystery, the more perilous the case becomes. Meanwhile, Cassie is dealing with an equally dangerous and much more painful mystery. For the first time in
years, there's been a break in her mother's case. As personal issues and tensions between the team mount, Cassie and the Naturals will be faced with impossible odds—and
impossible choices.

Manga Classics: Romeo and
Juliet by Crystal S Chan
A classic Shakespearean
tragedy, Romeo and Juliet is
the tale of two star-crossed
young lovers who dare to defy
their feuding families, put
aside all obstacles, and find
happiness together - but at a
tremendous cost. This grimly
beautiful tale, set in the
Renaissance Italy, follows
Romeo and Juliet from their
first meeting to their last.
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The Naturals #4: Bad Blood by Jennifer Lynn Barnes
New victims. New betrayals. New secrets. When Cassie Hobbes joined the FBI’s Naturals program, she had one goal: uncover the truth about her mother’s
murder. But now, everything Cassie thought she knew about what happened that night has been called into question. Her mother is alive, and the people
holding her captive are more powerful—and dangerous—than anything the Naturals have faced so far. As Cassie and the team work to uncover the secrets of
a group that has been killing in secret for generations, they find themselves racing a ticking clock. The bodies begin piling up, the deaths hit closer and closer
to home, and it soon becomes apparent that this time, the Naturals aren’t just hunting serial killers. They’re being hunted themselves.

The Last Bear by Hannah Gold LAST
There are no polar bears left on Bear Island.
At least, that’s what April’s father tells her
when his scientific research takes them to a

In Your Defence: True Stories of Life and Law by Sarah Langford
Sarah Langford is a barrister. Her job is to stand in court representing the mad and the bad, the vulnerable, the heartbroken and the hopeful. She must become
their voice: weave their story around the black and white of the law and tell it to the courtroom. These stories may not make headlines but they will change the
lives of ordinary people in extraordinary ways. They are stories which, but for a twist of luck, might have been yours. To work at the Bar is to enter a world
faraway Arctic outpost. But one night, April - =, shrouded by strange clothing, archaic rituals and inaccessible language. So how does it feel to be an instrument of such an unknowable system? And what does
catches a glimpse of something distinctly R it mean to be at its mercy? Our legal system promises us justice, impartiality and fair judgement. Does it, or can it, deliver this? With remarkable candour,
bear shaped loping across the horizon. A = =3 Sarah describes eleven cases which reveal what goes on in our criminal and family courts. She examines how she feels as she defends the person standing in the
polar bear who shouldn’t be there—who is IN YGUR dock. She tells compelling stories - of domestic fall out, everyday burglary, sexual indiscretion, and children caught up in the law — that are sometimes shocking
hungry, lonely and a long way from home. DEFENCE and often heart-stopping. She shows us how our attitudes and actions can shape not only the outcome of a case, but the legal system itself.

Over 100,000 Books Missing from Essex Libraries

Essex County Council have reported that their libraries currently have over 105,000 books missing from stock after
going out on loan. Books are presumed lost if they have not been returned within 45 days of their due date. A
Freedom of Information request revealed that in 2024, the council collected £58,845 in fines from patrons who

David Lodge, acclaimed author best known for his comic novels Small
World and Nice Work, has passed away at the age of 89. Lodge, a former
literature professor, used satire to explore academic life. Lodge’s publisher

failed to return borrowed books. A spokeswoman acknowledged the popularity of library services but noted the
disappointment caused by unavailable titles. Library policy requires borrowers to pay for lost items and imposes
fines for late returns, starting at 26p per day and increasing to £1.76 per week after the first week. Essex Council
urges patrons to care for and return borrowed items promptly to ensure availability for others. If patrons of libraries
lose books, they are advised to tell librarians straight away to ensure fines are not placed on their account, and so
the library is able to get the situation dealt with promptly. Our school library doesn’t give out fines, but if you lose
a book you are expected to purchase a replacement so that other people who want to read it don’t have to
experience the disappointment of a title being unavailable. Original BBC article by Lewis Adams here.

The Midnight Library by Matt Haig
(Recommended for Older Readers)

Between life and death there is a library. When Nora Seed finds herself in the Midnight Library,
she has a chance to make things right. Up until now, her life has been full of misery and regret.
She feels she has let everyone down, including herself. But things are about to change. The books
in the Midnight Library enable Nora to live as if she had done things differently. With the help of
an old friend, she can now undo every one of her regrets as she tries to work out her perfect life.
But things aren't always what she imagined they'd be, and soon her choices place the library and
herself in extreme danger. Before time runs out, she must answer the ultimate question: what is
the best way to live?
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Creative Rights in Al Coalition Calls on Government to Protect
Copyright

A new coalition of rights holders including publishers, authors, artists, and photographers has called on the
government to spur growth in the creative and tech sectors by protecting copyright where Al (artificial intelligence)
and GAl (generative artificial intelligence) is concerned. The issue they wish to combat is that GAl is fed information
from all over the internet in order to aid its development, thus many intellectual properties are being plagiarised
without financial compensation or credit being given to the original creators.
The coalition, called the Creative Rights in Al Coalition, is calling on the government to adopt three principles as a
framework for developing Al policy. The principles focus on a dynamic licensing market with robust protections for
copyright; control and transparency for content creators; and driving growth and innovation in the creative and
tech sectors.

Recent public polling by YouGov and Reset Tech (a global non-profit organization that works to protect people from
digital threats to their safety, security, and fundamental rights) has found that the public overwhelmingly back
transparency in the training of Al models and the payment of royalties to content creators by tech firms. 72% of
respondents said Al companies should be required to pay royalties to the creators of text, audio, or video that they
use to train Al models, while 80% said Al companies should be required to make public all the information that
their models have been trained upon.

In a statement, the Coalition said: “Protecting copyright and building a dynamic licensing market for the use of
creative content in building generative Al isn’t just a question of fairness: it’s the only way that both sectors will
flourish and grow." Find out more here.

Critical Theory of Al by Simon Lindgren
We live in an age of artificial intelligence. Machines think and act in ever more complex ways,
making suggestions and decisions on our behalf. While Al might be seen as practical and
profitable, issues of data surveillance, algorithmic control, and sexist and racist bias persist. In
this rapidly changing landscape, social analysis of Al risks getting scaled down to issues of
‘ethics’, ‘responsibility’, and ‘fairness’. While these are important issues, they must be addressed
not from an ‘Al first’ perspective, but more thoroughly in terms of power and contention.
Approaching artificial intelligence from the often-overlooked perspective of critical social theory,
this book provides a much-needed intervention on how both old and new theories conceptualize
the social consequences of Al. Questions are posed about the ideologies driving Al, the
mythologies surrounding Al, and the complex relationship between Al and power. Simon
Lindgren provides a way of defining Al as an object of social and political critique and guides the
reader through a set of contentious areas where Al and politics intersect. In relation to these
topics, critical theories are drawn upon, both as an argument for and an illustration of how Al
can be critiqued. Given the opportunities and challenges of Al, this book is a must-read for
students and scholars in the humanities, social sciences, and STEM disciplines.

The Coming Wave: Al, Power, and Our Future by Mustafa Suleyman
A warning of the unprecedented risks that Al and other fast-developing technologies pose to global order, and
how we might contain them while we have the chance—from a co-founder of the pioneering artificial intelligence
company DeepMind. We are approaching a critical threshold in the history of our species. Everything is about to
change. Soon you will live surrounded by Als. They will organise your life, operate your business, and run core
government services. You will live in a world of DNA printers and quantum computers, engineered pathogens and
autonomous weapons, robot assistants and abundant energy. None of us are prepared. As co-founder of the
pioneering Al company DeepMind, part of Google, Mustafa Suleyman has been at the centre of this revolution.
The coming decade, he argues, will be defined by this wave of powerful, fast-proliferating new technologies. In
The Coming Wave, Suleyman shows how these forces will create immense prosperity but also threaten the nation-
state, the foundation of global order. As our fragile governments sleepwalk into disaster, we face an existential
unprecedented harm on one side, the threat of overbearing surveillance on the other. Can we forge a narrow path
between catastrophe and dystopia?

Liz Foley has praised Lodge’s significant contribution to literary culture and
also acknowledged the challenges he experienced in generating new ideas,
and in transitioning from fiction to non-fiction writing. Lodge published his
first novel The Picturegoers in 1960 but didn’t receive widespread
recognition until 1975 when he published campus novel Changing Places.
He went on to win the Whitbread Book of the Year in 1980 for his satirical
novel How Far Can You Go? and his novels Small World and Nice Work later
received Booker Prize nominations. David Lodge’s legacy is marked by a rich
body of work ranging from fiction to literary criticism, and stories that
resonate with readers and commentators alike.

The works of Fyodor Dostoevsky, author of many classic Russian works of
fiction, have seen a new spike in popularity thanks to social media app TikTok.
TikTok’s literary community, known as BookTok, has popularised Dostoevsky
among a new generation of readers with White Nights, a novella about
unrequited love, being the most sought after. The impact of the book’s
renewed fame is measurable: White Nights was 2024’s fourth most sold work
of literature in translation in the UK. General manager of Hatchards Picadilly
bookshop in London, Francis Cleverdon, says the novella has become “a
phenomenon”. Click here to read the original Guardian article by Imogen
West-Knights.
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